THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

and Peelites defeated the Derby Government of 1852; when the Liberals,
the Radicals and the Irish defeated the Salisbury Government in 1886
and again in 1892; and when the Labour party and the Liberals defeated
the Conservative Government after the general election of 1923; or
because the defection of a section of the Government party destroys its
majority, as when the Protectionists left Peel in 1846; when Russell
'chalked up "No Popery'" in 1851; when Palrnerston had his 'tit for
tat* in 1852; when Russell supported Roebuck's motion in 1855; when
the Orsini plot destroyed Palmerston's majority in 1858; when Robert
Lowe led the Adullamites against the Reform Bill of 1866; when Glad-
stone was defeated on Home Rule in 1885; and when Rosebery's
Government was defeated on the cordite vote in 1895.

In such a case the Queen has to consider three possibilities. The first
is that a Coalition Government maybe formed. In 1851 Queen Victoria
sent for Lord John Russell and Sir James Graham in the hope that
a coalition between Whigs and Peelites was possible. The combination
was not then possible, but it was effected in 1852, when the Queen sent
for Lord Aberdeen and Lord Lansdowne, and the former established
a Coalition Government. On the defeat of that Government in 1855,
she again tried to forma coalition, after Lord Derby had refused to form
a Conservative Government. Lord John Russell failing. Lord Palmer-
ston was invited to re-form, and succeeded in re-forming, the coalition
between Whigs and Peelites, though most of the Peelites left the
Government shortly afterwards. Lord Derby in 1866 tried to form
a Coalition Government, but failed to obtain support outside his own
party, and formed a minority Conservative Government instead. The
same result followed in 1886, though Lord Salisbury was assured of
Liberal Unionist support and a coalition was formed in 1895.

The second possibility is that one party may form a minority Govern-
ment with the intention of advising a dissolution as soon as it is practic-
able to do so. Sir Robert Peel undertook to form a Conservative
Government in 1839, but ^ * Bedchamber question' compelled him to
resign his task, and the Whig Government continued in office. In 1851
Lord Stanley tried to form a minority Government but was unable to
secure the support of his party. He succeeded (as Lord Derby) in 1852
but was unable to obtain a majority at the ensuing general election.

29